
Vincentian Spirit
A publication of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul of San Mateo County

Summer 2006

In This IssueIn This IssueIn This IssueIn This IssueIn This Issue
Annual Report 2005Annual Report 2005Annual Report 2005Annual Report 2005Annual Report 2005

Celebrating “Top Hat Goes Tropical”  page 2Celebrating “Top Hat Goes Tropical”  page 2Celebrating “Top Hat Goes Tropical”  page 2Celebrating “Top Hat Goes Tropical”  page 2Celebrating “Top Hat Goes Tropical”  page 2

Moving Beyond Conference Boundaries  page 2Moving Beyond Conference Boundaries  page 2Moving Beyond Conference Boundaries  page 2Moving Beyond Conference Boundaries  page 2Moving Beyond Conference Boundaries  page 2

 Need Knows No Season
  The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is always ready to help –
no matter the season.  In winter our emergency hotline calls
are for warm clothes, sleeping bags and help to keep the heat
on.  In summer we are ready to assist with scholarships to
send deserving kids to  summer camp, with books collected
for young students and with a special program for back-to-
school clothes.
   Last year 130 young people experienced a week at summer
camp thanks to the generosity of St. Vincent de Paul donors.
Each of our 31 parish conferences can nominate deserving
children.  The cost of a week at camp is $400.  Children
enjoy the experience at both the CYO camp in Occidental
and at Hidden Villa, where they have fun swimming and
experiencing country life, including taking care of farm
animals.
   According to St. Francis of Assisi Conference President
Melody McLaughlin, sometimes sending kids to camp gets
complicated. “This year one of our families is facing eviction
from their apartment and mom needs to concentrate on
finding a safe place to live. Our families are struggling to
provide for basic needs and getting kids to camp has to take
a backseat. Thankfully we were able to make sure the
children will be able to be at camp.” Poverty is a place of
diminished horizons and experiencing summer camp allows
children to see a different, more hopeful world.
   Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Conference in Redwood City
collected over 800 books to distribute to children when
conference members make home visits. “I began to see a
real need to give the children more than food and gifts on
the holidays,” says Catherine Boyle, who calls the program
the “Mustard Seed Project.” The founder of the Society of
St. Vincent de Paul, Federic Ozanam, was a distinguished
writer and loved literature. Mt. Carmel’s program follows
his footsteps and now children look forward to special gifts
of books on every home visit.
   Help is needed to fund “Childspree” our special back-to-
school program when SVdP partners with Mervyn’s stores
in Millbrae and Serramonte. In early August Vincentians will
act as chaperones for deserving youngsters to shop for new
school clothes. Please use the enclosed envelope to help our
local youngsters look forward to this shopping event or
sponsor a camp experience for a special child.

Looking forward to a second year at Hidden Villa summer camp
are Alixua and Yeltsin who are pictured with their mom, Alejandra
(center) and Melody McLaughlin (right), president of St. Francis
of Assissi Conference. Yelstsin, who is being treated for leukemia
and his sister, Alejandra, who has diabetes, say their favorite camp
adventures are swimming in the pool and feeding the farm pig.
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