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Getting in the Thanksgiving spirit to help at the St. Vincent de Paul South 
San Francisco Homeless Help Center are Notre Dame Elementary students 
Paul Deredita, Taelor Coon, and Sean Mendonca with Jean Howe, the Interim 
Coordinator of the St. Vincent de Paul Youth Service Learning Program and 
Manager of the Homeless Help Center.  Notre Dame collected more than 1,000 
pounds of food in a recent “Trick or Treat So All Can Eat” drive coordinated by 
teachers Vanessa Suess and Nancy Pucci.  Thank you for your generous efforts.  
Last month over 5,400 meals were served at the South San Francisco HHC.

$ Double Your Dollars $

Mike the Painter

   The gift you give to the Society of 
St.  Vincent de Paul this holiday season has 
the potential of being matched – dollar 
for dollar - thanks to the generosity of the 
Sobrato Family Foundation.  All new or 
increased donations to SVdP (up to $75,000) 
will qualify for matching funds from the 
Sobrato matching grant program.

   “Melissa” is a new mom who’s lived a 
hard life.  Since birth she’s been a child of 
the foster care system.  Though only 19, 
she’s mature for her age, understanding the 
difþculty of making ends meet when many 
kids her age are eating dorm food 
and studying English literature. 

   Melissa and her husband live with their 
baby daughter in a $1,100 a month rental 
apartment in a rough neighborhood.  Both 
were working at fast food restaurants until 
Melissa was laid off from her $8.00 an hour 
job.  With no maternity leave to depend on, 
they were facing homelessness. 

   Thanks to the supporters of SVdP’s 
Peninsula Family Resource Homlessness 
Prevention Program, we were able to assist 
the family with rent, food, and diapers for 
their new baby until Melissa could return 
to work.   

   In September, St. Vincent de Paul paid over 
$50,000 in emergency rental assistance. 
During these difþcult economic times 
more and more families are facing evictions 
because of the scarcity of affordable rental 
housing, loss of jobs, and skyrocketing costs
of living expenses.

   Your donations are preventing families 
like Melissa’s from becoming homeless. 
Thank you for generously responding to the 
Sobrato Family Foundation matching grant 
program.   

   Michael Sparling had a lot to be thankful for as he celebrated his 50th 
birthday this year.  Mike ýrst came to the St. Vincent de Paul Homeless Help 
Center in South San Francisco over 10 years ago.  
   After breaking up with his girlfriend, he was living in hotels around the area 
and sharing custody of his young daughter.  Mike began to drink heavily and 
use drugs while his daughter was with her mother.  Falling deeper into despair 
and addiction, Mike lost his shelter, suffered three seizures, and came face-to-
face with a decision: life or death. 
   ñThat was it,ò he said, and with SVdPôs help, Mike was able to enter a 
nonproýt substance abuse treatment program in San Mateo County. ñI went into 
rehab on June 4, 1999, and Iôve been sober since.ò  
   In addition to providing him with food, SVdP helped Mike get work clothes, 
ýnd housing, and go back to school to earn his contractorôs license.  
   ñNow I work for myself, have two employees, and Iôm doing well living 

in this economic crisis

Continued on page three



   First of all let me thank all of those who attended the Ozanam Awards 
Breakfast.  It was another resounding success.  Thank you to the entire staff 
for all the hard work in putting this event together.  

   These are very difýcult economic times.  The calls for assistance constantly 
increase.  The working poor are in need now, more than ever. I just recently 
visited, along with Executive Director Lorraine Moriarty, some of the farm 
workers in Pescadero.  Their needs are many.  At St. Francis in East Palo Alto, 
we hope to put together a program to assist our conference to expand their 
work area to better confront the challenges facing the needy.  In support of 
Vincentian volunteers, various committees, the SVdP Board, and our staff 
at North ñBò Street are putting together plans to help as many as we can.  

   Our ýnance committee has recently repositioned our investments so as to 
better survive these uncertain times. Thanks to the generosity of the Sobrato 
Family Foundation, SVdP has the opportunity to receive an additional $75,000 
in matching funds this ýscal year with your increased donations.  This will 
bring in much needed funds with which we will be able to support our 
programs.  

   Restorative Justiceôs SVdPôs Catherineôs Center continues to be a beacon 
of hope to the women participating in that program.  Well done to Sister 
Marguerite Buchanan, RSM and her staff.   

   What I mentioned at the close of my speech at the Ozanam Awards Breakfast 
is what constantly re-energizes me in my efforts as President of the San Mateo 
Council.  ñAs we drive home from this awards breakfast, think of how many 
boys, girls and families we are able to help through all of your efforts,ò yet 
we have so much work yet to do.

   Have a happy Thanksgiving and I look forward to seeing you soon,

Letter from the President
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Joe Marchetti, President

We Remember...
We remember those who have died and in whose 
memory the Society of St. Vincent de Paul has 
received donations between March 1, 2008 
and September 30, 2008.
Richard Abbey
Philip Abinante
Gary Aguilar
Virginia Meyer Aller
Sylvia Andersen
Marie & Lauro Aquino
Patricia Beck
Anne C. Beltrame
Robert Bennett
Atto Berg
Joe Bertoldi
Fran Bertrand
Mr. & Mrs. George Beyrouti
Beatrice Bianchi
Attilio Boccoleri
Lorraine Boisson
Ethel & Frank Borrmann
Peter V. Bove, M.D.
Holly Briggs
Dick Buesttrete
Don Bullard
Karen Callicotte
Lido Caselli
Mary Louise Chimenti
Philip Davis Christopher, Jr.
Dan Ciernick
Bob Clarkson
Sue Cohen
Brian Connolly
Dave Costa
Joseph Cottrell
John W. Cuneo
Nancy Curtis
Maureen Dan
Andrew Dei Rossi
Santo Del Signore
Oliver Devany
Leo Di Cesare
Antemira Di Lorenzo
Bill Dugoni
Lee Eckert
Floyd Edwards
Charles Eilers
Angie Falco
Gwen Ferro
Pam Foley
Bill Folsom
Gino Gandolý
Adele Garibaldi

Earl Van Geem
Gene Gilsdorf
Joanne Burke Golder
Wanda Greer
William Guthrie
Jeanette Hall
Nicholas J. Haloski
William Hammer, Sr.
Katharyne Henry
John Interdonato
Jack Kerler
Larry King
Dorothy Kirk
Helen Langbehn
Mary La Rosa
Mary Leech
Jeanne Lieber
Iva Lovi
Nello Lovi
Lygia Lucas
Nellie Lucey
Susan McBurney
Cecile McElearney
Roberta McGuire
Douglas McMahon
Harold McManus
Shirlee Ann McMills
Richard J. Merry
Wallace Mooney
Deacon Paul Moriarty
Leonard Moskovitz
Gladys Moura
Catherine Graham Murphy
Al Myers
Mary Nadarajah
Olga C. Nava
Catherine OôDea
Enid OôDowd
Grayce OôRegan
Lorraine Owings
Barbara Pagan
Miguel Paravati
Antonio Passaglia
Mario & Esperanza 
Pazmino
Mary Pelletier
The Dudley Perkins Family
Anthony S. Perrone
Jeanne Peugh
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Sincerely,

   Derek Koo wanted to make a difference. 
He dedicated his efforts in swimming this 
yearôs Tiburon Mile to St. Vincent de Paul, 
raising over $550 for SVdP.    
   The Serra sophomore successfully 
completed the grueling open water race 
from Angel Island to Tiburon in 25 
minutes ï 29 seconds, ýnishing 9th in his 
age division.  
   Derek is a starter on Serraôs JV water 
polo team and a key member on Serraôs 
Varsity swim team
   Derekôs parents Virginia and Richard 
Koo, members of Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Parish in Belmont, are enormously 
proud of Derekôs generosity and 
achievement.  

Serra Youth Swims Tiburon Mile for SVdP




